The present study was 
Introduction
Coccidiosis is one of the most important diseases of sheep which is caused by intracellular protozoa, Eimeria. Oocysts of Eimeria species are normally present in small numbers in the faeces of healthy sheep of all ages. Disease outbreaks, referred to as coccidiosis, occur when susceptible animals are exposed to infection with pathogenic species (Skirnisson, 2007) . This disease leads to economic loss from both clinical and subclinical or chronic infection, including mortality, low growth performance, decrease in productivity and treatment costs (Jalila et al., 1998 ; Abo-Shehada and Abo-Farieha, 2003) . A high prevalence of mixed infections by a number of Eimeria species has been reported in sheep from many countries (Chhabara and Pandey, 1991) . It was originally thought that the coccidian species in goats and sheep were the same.
However, cross-infection studies have shown that coccidia are species-specific in these animals.
The species are distinguished by their morphology and predilection sites within the host's gut (Andrews, 2013 Sample collection: A total of 410 faecal samples were obtained directly from the rectum of preslaughtered sheep in the stable of the slaughterhouses, which were chosen randomly. Collected samples were put into a plastic container, separately; with a lid and the data pertaining to the sex, age, and feces consistency were recorded.
Parasitological examination:
A part of each sample (3 gram) was mixed with tap water (42 mL). The mixture was subjected to centrifugal sedimentation (1500 rpm for 3 minutes) and flotation technique using standard sheather solution (sp.gr.1.12) to demonstrate the presence of oocysts. The intensity of infection was estimated in terms of oocysts per gram of feces (OPG coefficient). Sporulation of oocysts followed at room temperature for 10 days after submerging the faecal sample in 2.5% K 2 Cr 2 O 7 , following which samples were stored at 4°C. The species were determined based on morphology of oocysts (shape, color, form index, presence or absence of micropyle and its cap, presence or absence of residual, polar and Stiedea bodies) and sporulation time (Maingi and Munyua, 1994 analysis showed a significant reduction in the OPG (P < 0.05) of infected adult sheep compared with lambs (Table 2) .
Discussion
Coccidial infection in small ruminants has been reported worldwide (Chhabara and The prevalence of coccidian oocysts in adult sheep (93%) was higher than that in lambs (90.5%), but the differences were no statistically significant (P > 0.05). However, the intensity of infection in lamp was significantly higher (P < 0.05) than in adults, consistent with previous observations Eimeria species were identified in this study. Chartier and Paraud, 2012). Therefore, the presence of these species showed that coccidiosis might be contributing to the enteric syndromes affecting small ruminants in this region. Though E. ahsata and E. bakuensis were found to be the most prevalent species in sheep in the present study, but no cases of clinical coccidiosis were found and all the sheep appeared healthy, although shedding oocysts in their faeces.
In conclusion, the present survey revealed that prevalence of coccidial infection in western Iran is significantly high. Knowledge of the prevalence of coccidiosis and current Eimeria species will help to minimize the economic losses in the sheep industry, evaluate infection potential and control programs, especially for lambs. These results also provide relevant "base-line" data for assessing the effectiveness of future control strategies against coccidiosis in sheep.
